 THE BOOK OF JONAH

MINOR PROPHETS #25:  JONAH #1  (2-15-15)
Jonah is the book of the Bible which perhaps has been criticized more than any other. Liberals try make an allegory of it saying that it actually never took place at all. Some of the extravagant theories of the critics are so farfetched and fantastic that they are almost ridiculous. Here are a few of the outlandish explanations of the Book of Jonah:

1. Some critics, without a scrap of evidence to support their claim, say that Jonah was the son of the widow of Zarephath.

2. There are some who have put forth the theory that Jonah had a dream in the ship while he was asleep during the storm and that the Book of Jonah is the account of his dream.

3. Some relate the Book of Jonah to the Phoenician myth of Hercules and the sea monster. There is no similarity at all and, again, they are reaching with their wild guesses.

4. Another group holds that, although Jonah was a real character and did take a ship to Tarshish, a storm wrecked the ship, he was picked up by another ship on which there was a fish for its figurehead, and that gives support for the record in the Book of Jonah. 

5. Still others resort to the zany claim that there was a dead fish floating around and that Jonah took refuge in it during the storm. This group has a dead fish and a live Jonah. 

“We must dismiss all of these speculations as having no basis in fact, no vestige of proof from a historical standpoint, and as having existence only in the imaginations of the critics. 
J. Vernon McGee, Thru the Bible Commentary, electronic ed., vol. 3 (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, ‘97), 737.
Many hold that the book of Jonah is nothing more than an allegory that surfaced around 430 BC, however, the Bible shows that Jonah was written around 760 BC.

Allegories ignore the apparent meaning of a text and use symbolism made up out of thin air to reveal a supposed deeper moral or spiritual meaning. They usually take something that should be taken literally and makes it symbolic. 

“Allegorizing is searching for a hidden or a secret meaning underlying but remote from and unrelated in reality to the more obvious meaning of a test.” 
R. B. Zuck, Basic Bible Interpretation, p. 29

“Luther denounced the allegorical approach to Scriptures in strong words. ‘Allegories are empty speculations and as it were the scum of Holy Scripture.” Origen’s allegories are not worth so much dirt.’ To allegorize is to juggle the Scripture. Allegorizing may degenerate into a mere mokeygame. Allegories are awkward, absurd, inventive, obsolete, loose rags.”  Ibid p. 45
Luther “…wrote that the Scriptures are to be retained in their simplest meaning ever possible, and to be understood in their grammatical and literal sense unless the context plainly forbids.” 
Luther Works, 4:114-15. 

“The allegorical approach to Jonah understands that the features of the book represent certain aspects in the life of Israel. It is usually connected with the meaning of Jonah’s name, “dove,” taken as a reference to Israel (cf. Ps 74:19; Hos 7:11; 11:11). The fish usually is supposed to represent Babylon (cf. Jer 51:34, 44), who swallowed up Israel during the exile as a punishment for their refusal to carry out God’s mandate to the world at large (represented by Nineveh). The flight of Jonah to Tarshish symbolizes Israel’s specific default with respect to its call from God. The fish’s regurgitation of Jonah corresponds to the Hebrew people’s restoration from the period of exile.” 
Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, vol. 19B, The New American Commentary (Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1995), 212.
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Jonah is an historical character and the author of this book. The Bible itself confirms the reality of the book of Jonah. 

2 Kings 14:23   In the fifteenth year of Amaziah the son of Joash king of Judah, Jeroboam the son of Joash king of Israel became king in Samaria, and reigned forty-one years.  

No one has ever questioned that Jeroboam II lived, that he was a king in the northern kingdom of Israel, and that he reigned forty-one years. 

2 Kings 14:24-25   He did evil in the sight of the LORD; he did not depart from all the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, which he made Israel sin.  25) He restored the border of Israel from the entrance of Hamath as far as the Sea of the Arabah, according to the word of the LORD, the God of Israel, which He spoke through His servant Jonah the son of Amittai, the prophet, who was of Gath-hepher.

So, 2 Kings 14:25 tells us that Jonah, was from the Israelite town of Gath-hepher, who prophesied in the eighth century BC during the time of king Jeroboam II. It not only mentions Jonah by name, he says where he was from and gives the name of his father.  

MINOR PROPHETS #26:  JONAH #2  (2-22-15)
Our Lord Himself quoted from the book of Jonah in Matthew 12:40:
Matthew 12:38-41  Then some of the scribes and Pharisees said to Him, "Teacher, we want to see a sign from You."  39) But He answered and said to them, "An evil and adulterous generation craves for a sign; and yet no sign will be given to it but the sign of Jonah the prophet; 40) for just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the sea monster,  so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.      41) "The men of Nineveh will stand up with this generation at the judgment, and will condemn it because they repented at the preaching of Jonah; and behold, something greater than Jonah is here.    (NKJV) indeed a greater than Jonah is here. 
“On two counts, the book of Jonah is unique in the prophetic literature. First, the prophet is the subject of stinging satire. He is clearly the anti-hero of the story. This is not the way in which prophets, unless they are deemed to be false, are portrayed.  Second, the book is a story about a prophet rather than a collection of his oracles. Some prophetic books do contain biography, but in none—with the quite radical exception of Jonah—does it make up more than a fraction of the book.”   Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society 33, no. 1 (1990): 62.
“Jonah was a prophet, but his little book is not a prophecy—that is, there is no prophecy of the future recorded in it. It is, instead, a personal account of a major event in the life of Jonah; as … he tells us his experience.”
 J. Vernon McGee, Thru the Bible Commentary, electronic ed., vol. 3 (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1997), 738.

 “During the eighth century Israel was enjoying unprecedented growth and prosperity, but the people had forsaken God. They were facing His judgment. Few believed that they were on the threshold of ultimate disaster. God in His mercy was trying to reach His people before it was too late. He raised up Hosea, a native of Israel, and sent Amos, a prophet from Judah; but people were not listening. Jonah was a prophet from Israel who went to Nineveh, but his message was intended for the ears of the Northern Kingdom. God, in His grace, was employing yet another method to reach His wayward people.”   Emmaus Journal 10, no. 1 (2001): 74-76.
“It is well to recall the tribute paid by Charles Reade, the English literary critic and author, who wrote, “Jonah is the most beautiful story ever written in so small a compass.” It is well to keep in mind that we have before us a literary gem, not a fish story.” 
J. Vernon McGee, Thru the Bible Commentary, electronic ed., vol. 3 (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1997), 739.
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“R. T. Kendall is on target in stating, “The Book of Jonah is one of the most relevant books for the present time.” Its message is abidingly relevant for the modern-day reader.”  
“Amos, Obadiah, Jonah”, vol. 19B, The New American Commentary (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1995), 203.
J. Vernon McGee suggests and develops six significant subjects in the Book of Jonah which make it very relevant for us today: 
1. “This is the one book of the Old Testament which sets forth the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

2. The Book of Jonah teaches that salvation is not by works, but by faith. The most significant statement in the Book of Jonah is in the second chapter: “Salvation is of the LORD”, Jonah 2:9.
3. God’s purpose of grace cannot be frustrated. Jonah refused to go to Nineveh, but God was still going to get the message to Nineveh.

4. God will not cast us aside because of our faithlessness. If you and I are faithless, God may bench us; but we are still wearing our uniform, and He will not cast us aside. Anytime we want to get back in the game of life and do His will, He will permit us to do it.

5. God is good and gracious. The entire book centers on God’s love and patience.
6. God is not only the God of the Jews, He is also the God of the Gentiles. The Book of Jonah reveals that even in the Old Testament God did not forget the Gentiles.  

J. Vernon McGee, Thru the Bible Commentary, electronic ed., vol. 3 (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1997), 740.
Romans 3:29  …is God the God of Jews only? Is He not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also …
If we look at the Book of Jonah as a timetable, this becomes my outline for the book:

	
	LEAVE
	DESTINATION

	ARRIVE


	Chapter 1


	Israel 


	    Nineveh


	 Fish



	Chapter 2


	Fish


	    Nineveh


	 Dry Land



	Chapter 3


	Dry Land


	    Nineveh


	 Nineveh



	Chapter 4
	Nineveh

	  Gourd Vine


	   Heart of God




Jonah 1:1-2   The word of the LORD came to Jonah the son of Amittal saying, 2) "Arise [imp.], go [imp.] to Nineveh the great city [in size only] and cry [imp.] against it, for their wickedness has come up before Me."

Jonah in Hebrew means “dove”. He was the son of Amittai of Gath-hepher. He was a prophet of Israel who predicted the restoration of the ancient boundaries of the kingdom, 2 Kings 14:25-27. He exercised his ministry very early in the reign of Jeroboam II., and thus, was contemporary with Hosea and Amos. His personal history is mainly to be gathered from the book which bears his own name. 

Amittal is someone we don’t know much about other than that he was the father of Jonah, the prophet, and a native of Gath-hepher, 2 Kings 14:25; Jonah 1:1.
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2)"Arise [imp.] is the first imperative given to him and it functions adverbially to give the next command to go a sense of immediacy or urgency, cf. NRSV “go at once”. 
Go [imp.] to Nineveh the great city [in size only] is a command, is short and pithy, no nonsense, and there’s no way to misunderstand it.
Cry [imp.] against it is another imperative. The same word is used in Isa.58:1 which gives more detail to the necessity of obeying right away.
Isaiah 58:1  "Cry loudly, do not hold back; raise your voice like a trumpet, and declare to My people their transgression and to the house of Jacob their sins.   
Nineveh was an old city dating back to approximately 4500 B.C. that was first mentioned in the Bible here:
Genesis 10:11   From that land, he [Nimrod] went forth into Assyria and built Nineveh and Rehoboth-ir and Calah…

Nimrod, Heb. meaning “firm”. He was a descendant of Cush, the son of Ham. He was the first who claimed to be a “mighty one in the earth”, and the “land of Nimrod” mentioned in Micah 5:6 is a designation of Assyria or of Shinar which is a part of Assyria.

Nineveh was a large and populous city with a population of over 120,000. It was the flourishing capital of the Assyrian empire, 2 Kings 19:36; Isa. 37:37.  PP See Visuals: “NINEVEH RUINS”.
The prophecy mentioned next came after Jonah went to Nineveh.  
The prophet Nahum is almost exclusively takes up prophetic denunciations against this city. Its ruin and utter desolation are foretold, Nah 1:14; 3:19. 
“This ‘exceeding great city’ lay on the eastern or left bank of the river Tigris, along which 
it stretched for some 30 miles, having an average breadth of 10 miles or more from the river back toward the eastern hills. This whole extensive space is now one immense area 
of ruins. Occupying a central position on the great highway between the Mediterranean 
and the Indian Ocean, thus uniting the East and the West, wealth flowed into it from many sources, so that it became the greatest of all ancient cities.   Easton’s Bible Dictionary

“The Assyrian empire ruled for more than six hundred years with hideous tyranny and violence. [It stretched] from the Caucasus and the Caspian to the Persian Gulf, and from beyond the Tigris to Asia Minor and Egypt. 

“Forty years ago our knowledge of the great Assyrian empire and of its magnificent capital was almost wholly a blank. Vague memories had indeed survived of its power and great-ness, but very little was definitely known about it. Other cities which had perished, as Palmyra, Persepolis, and Thebes, had left ruins to mark their sites and tell of their former greatness; but of this city, imperial Nineveh, not a single vestige seemed to remain, and 
the very place on which it had stood was only matter of conjecture.

“At length, after being lost for more than two thousand years, the city was disentombed. 
A little more than forty years ago the French consul at Mosul began to search the vast mounds that lay along the opposite bank of the river. 

“The Arabs whom he employed in these excavations, to their great surprise, came upon 
the ruins of a building at the mound of Khorsabad, which, on further exploration, turned 
out to be the royal palace of Sargon, one of the Assyrian kings. They found their way 
into its extensive courts and chambers, and brought forth form its hidden depths many wonderful sculptures and other relics of those ancient times.

“A vast treasury of specimens of old Assyrian art has been exhumed. Palace after palace has been discovered, with their decorations and their sculptured slabs, revealing the life and manners of this ancient people, their arts of war and peace, the forms of their religion.
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“One of the most remarkable of recent discoveries is that of the library of King Assur-bani-pal, or, as the Greek historians call him, Sardanapalos, the grandson of Sennacherib. This library consists of about ten thousand flat bricks or tablets, all written over with Assyrian characters. They contain a record of the history, the laws, and the religion of Assyria, of the greatest value.

“The library contains also old Accadian documents, which are the oldest extant documents in the world, dating as far back as probably about the time of Abraham. The bas-reliefs, alabaster slabs, and sculptured monuments found in these recovered palaces serve in a remarkable manner to confirm the Old Testament history of the kings of Israel. Nineveh in its glory was (Jonah 3:4) an ‘exceeding great city of three days’ journey’, i.e., probably in circuit. This would give a circumference of about 60 miles.:  
M. G. Easton, Easton’s Bible Dictionary (New York: Harper & Brothers, 1893). 

For their wickedness has come up before Me. The idea is that wickedness stinks, the foul smell has risen to the high heavens, and God will not put up with it.

Revelation 18:5  …for her [Babylon] sins have piled up as high as heaven, and God has remembered her iniquities.

Ezra 9:6  …and I said, "O my God, I am ashamed and embarrassed to lift up my face to You, my God, for our iniquities have risen above our heads and our guilt has grown even to the heavens.

A similar analogy is the outcry of people against wrongdoing.

James 5:4   Behold, the pay of the laborers who mowed your fields, and which has been withheld by you, cries out against you; and the outcry of those who did the harvesting has reached the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth.

Genesis 18:20-21   And the LORD said, "The outcry of Sodom and Gomorrah is indeed great, and their sin is exceedingly grave. 21) "I will go down now, and see if they have done entirely according to its outcry, which has come to Me; and if not, I will know."

“While all sin is abhorrent to God, in some instances a specific group of people had 
become so wicked that God issued a special call of localized judgment. So it was with Nineveh. Archaeology confirms the biblical witness to the wickedness of the Assyrians. 
They were well known in the ancient world for brutality and cruelty. Ashurbanipal, the grandson of Sennacherib, was accustomed to tearing off the lips and hands of his victims. Tiglath-Pileser flayed victims alive and made great piles of their skulls. Jonah’s reluctance 
to travel to Nineveh may have been due to its infamous violence.”
Billy K. Smith and Franklin S. Page, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Vol. 198, The New American Commentary (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1995), 225.

PP See Visuals: “DISPENSATIONS, WINE PRESS, LION OF JUDAH”.
MINOR PROPHETS #27:  JONAH #3 (3-1-14)  PP See Visuals: “DIVINE DECREES & JONAH
Before we get into the different types of The Will of God, it would be helpful to review The Divine Decrees. And to understand the Divine Decrees, we need to check out the Omniscience of God. The decrees of God have been established in eternity past and have reference to God’s sovereign control over every realm and over all events. 

THE OMNISCIENCE OF GOD:  God’s knowledge is unlimited.  It is not progressive and it is not restricted to time.  There is nothing that He must learn because He already knows everything there is to know. He is the only being that is omniscient.  Every minute detail of all angelic and human life is in His mind continually. 
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He knows every act, thought, and decision of history as well as all of the alternatives. 

Everything that comes to pass will happen because it has been decreed, not because God manipulated the decrees but He foreknew what would happen. Had He manipulated the events and details of history, there would be no free will and it would be fatalism. Fatalism is the idea that everything is inevitable and what you do does not matter.  

Although His Decrees recognize the realities of human history, God does not desire or approve of all the things that He decrees.  These are part of His permissive will. All sins are acts of free will. God never approves of sin, yet He put them into the Decrees because His omniscience knew we would freely commit them.  





MINOR PROPHETS #28:  JONAH #4  (3-8-14)
THE DIRECTIVE WILL OF GOD 

God’s directive will is evident in Jonah 1:2. 
God told Jonah what to do:       
Get up and go. 
He told him the when to do it:   
Right away. 

And He told him where to go:   
To Ninevah.
Jonah did not obey the Lord’s command but it wasn’t because he didn’t understand what he was supposed to do; it’s because he didn’t want to do it.

Another example of this is when Balam was told by God not to prophesize against Israel. However, Balam wanted the money that was promised for that very thing so he tried to curse Israel, only blessings came out.

THE PERMISSIVE  WILL OF GOD

“…is the doctrine that God sometimes allows certain things to happen that are outside his ideal plan or economy, contrasted with his directive or prescriptive will.”  

George Thomas Kurian, Nelson’s New Christian Dictionary: The Authoritative Resource on the Christian World (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 2001).

“The famous Welsh preacher of a former generation, Dr Martyn Lloyd-Jones, said that there are two types of history: ‘The history God permits and the history God promotes.’ Many things take place that are beyond human comprehension but, in the permissive will of God, events are allowed to unfold. God alone has total understanding of what is happening and we are to trust in his goodness and overriding control of every situation.”  

Clive Anderson, Opening up Nahum  Commentary (Leominster: Day One Publications, 2005), 12–13. 
“The Divine Permission of Sin:  The presence of sin in the universe is due to the fact that God permits it. It must serve some justifiable purpose attainable in no other way else God would not have permitted it, or, having permitted it, He would now terminate it without delay. The divine purpose relative to sin has not been revealed, and, doubtless, the human mind could not comprehend all that is involved. Devout souls will continue to believe that, though no manifestation of sin is possible outside the permissive will of God, He is Himself ever free from the slightest complicity with the evil which He permits. When contending with Jehovah about Job, Satan recognized the sovereign permission of God with respect to evil when he said to Jehovah, “Put forth thine hand now, and touch all that he hath, and he will curse thee to thy face. In response to this challenge, Jehovah said to Satan, “All that he hath is in thy power; only upon himself put not forth thine hand.” Thus under sovereign restrictions Job passed from the hand of God to the hand of Satan. 
“But when the calamity fell on Job, by the declaration, “Thou movedst me against him, to destroy him without cause,” Jehovah disclaimed any responsibility for the evil.”    
Chafer Systematic Theology, vol. 2, pages 229-331
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“God has not been overtaken with unexpected disaster in respect to His holy purposes, nor is He now seeking to salvage something out of an unforeseen wreckage. There is immeasurable evil in the world, but, without the slightest mitigation or sanctification of it, it is the part of faith to believe that somehow and somewhere it fulfills a necessary part of the ultimate purpose of Him who will with absolute certainty achieve those ends which are infinitely perfect. 
“If the imagination of man could penetrate the past and picture God as confronted with ten thousand possible blueprints of which the plan for the present universe with all its lights and shadows, its triumphs and tragedies, its satisfactions and sufferings, its gains and losses, was but one, the voice of faith would say that the present universe as planned and as it is being executed and will be executed to the end, is the best plan and purpose that could be devised by infinite wisdom, executed by infinite power, and will be the fullest possible satisfaction to infinite love. 
“God could not devise anything more worthy of Himself than that which is now in process. For want of perspective and understanding, the finite mind, in the midst of and observing the surrounding spiritual darkness, would eliminate every shadow from the picture; but the issues are greater than the sphere of human observation and the ultimate triumph which is yet to be will glorify God with a glory otherwise unattainable, and in this glory others will share. On the other hand, God permitted sin in spite of His holy hatred of it, and in spite of His own antici-pation of the fact that it would not only bring untold suffering and eternal ruin to His creatures whom He would love, and in spite of the fact that it would cost Him the sacrifice of His own Son. Beyond the present tragedy of sin is the final triumph of good.

“The devout mind cannot but contemplate the problem of the divine permission of sin, though the sum total of all its reasonings is inadequate to form a final answer to the question. The problem, it should be remembered, extends to the angelic spheres and makes inquiry as much about why the defection among heavenly beings should have been permitted as it does about why the fall should have come to the earthly creation. There is, however, a redemptive purpose with its unsurpassed glories developed through the sin of man; yet the Scriptures reveal no redemption for the fallen angels. They are said to be consigned without hope to the lake of fire (Matt. 25:41; Rev. 20:10); and, as the Word of God is silent on the problem of the reason for permission of sin in angelic spheres, that aspect of the subject offers no field for discussion.
“ In all contemplation of the question of the divine permission of sin in the earth, there are two facts which abide, and to these the mind must cling without wavering: (1) sin is everywhere and always exceedingly sinful, and God’s condemnation of it is never diminished for He cannot be lenient toward sin; and (2) God is Himself holy and perfect in all His ways. “In him is no dark-ness at all”, 1 Jn 1:5. “God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man”, Ja.1:13.

“The Divine Recognition of the Creature’s Free Choice is evidently the purpose of God to secure 
a company of beings for His eternal glory who are possessed of that virtue which is the result of a free- choice victory over evil. Indeed, He will have wrought in them by His own power both to will and to do of His good pleasure; but as certainly as the choice of evil on man’s part becomes the ground of guilt and judgment which God does not share, so certainly the choice of good on the part of those who are saved is ever the ground of God’s commendation and reward, and they will stand before Him eternally identified as those who by their own choice elected to walk with Him. But it should be observed, man cannot make choice between good and evil unless evil exists.”  

Lewis Sperry Chafer, Systematic Theology, vol. 2 (Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel Publications, 1993), 229–
Furthermore, apart from God giving us free will and allowing sin, we would not know about, nor experience, His phenomenal grace. God does not violate the volition [free will] that He gave us. He will not reach in and turn a negative volition to positive. If He did, there would be no point to the angelic conflict. Life would be very boring without volition. Volition means FREEDOM.
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Jonah 1:3   But Jonah rose up to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the LORD. So he went down to Joppa  [modern Jaffa], found a ship which was going to Tarshish, paid the fare and went down into it to go with them to Tarshish from the presence of the LORD.

Jonah partially obeyed the command of the Lord. He did rise up, but he purposely went in the wrong direction. Using human viewpoint, he tried to flee from the Lord by going 2,500 miles in the opposite direction from where he was commanded. That travel fare had to have been very expensive, so he was quite serious about his plan to flee from the presence of the Lord.
MINOR PROPHETS #29:  JONAH #5  (3-15-14)

WHY WOULD JONAH DO SUCH A THING? 

1. He hated the Assyrians and did not want God to save them. We don’t know why he hated them but many people in several nations hated them as well because of their cruelty and brutality.

2. He knew something about the grace of God and was afraid that the Assyrians would humble themselves and repent and that God would save them. He wanted grace for himself, but not for them.

3. He might have been afraid for his own life to journey to such a barbaric place and tell them that their days are numbered unless they repent of their sins.

4. He was obviously out of fellowship with God. He a lot like the prodigal son who ran away from home. He didn’t want to live under the will of his father. He could always rationalize his decision by pointing to the circumstances that existed at the time.

People do this all the time. They know that they are going against God’s Word, BUT they rationalize their decision because their situation is different.  Example:  A Christian girl wants to marry a guy who is an unbeliever. She even knows the following scripture:

2 Corinthians 6:14-15   Do not be bound together with unbelievers; for what partnership have righteousness and lawlessness, or what fellowship has light with darkness?  15) Or what harmony has Christ with Belial, or what has a believer in common with an unbeliever?

BUT, this could not possibly apply to her because she loves him so much and he loves her so much so that there is no doubt, it will work. Yea, sure. [Self-deception, self-justification, self-absorption]
THE FOREKNOWLEDGE OF GOD THE FATHER:  
1.  Foreknowledge is God’s awareness of those events which He Himself decreed in eternity past before they come to pass in human history.  

2.  Foreknowledge is not the same as omniscience.  It is more limited because it only deals with the actual and only pertains to believers.

3.  The foreknowledge of God makes nothing certain; it merely perceives in eternity past the things that are certain. Foreknowledge acknowledges what is certain. So it is limited to what is in the Divine Decrees. Nothing could be foreknown by God until it was first decreed.  

3.  Foreknowledge only refers to those things that are in the Decrees related to believers. Therefore, knowing that we would use our free will to believe in Christ, foreknowledge allowed God to elect us.                                                                                

4.  The Decrees alone establish certainty.  

5. God’s Decrees came first as determined by His omniscience, so they could never originate from foreknowledge.


6. The Divine Decrees are therefore based on omniscience, while foreknowledge is based on the Divine Decrees.


Chosen, Elect, and Foreordination:   

1. These are technical terms that relate to believers only. There is a difference between foreknowledge and foreordination. 
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2. The Decrees made certain.  Foreordination established certainty while foreknowledge did not. Nothing can be foreknown until it is first decreed.

3. The elect are foreknown and the foreknown are elect. In other words, God knew ahead of time which way every free will would decide at any given point in history. This does not imply divine coercion. However, God’s plan anticipates every decision made in history. As free will decides, so God decrees.

4.  Technically, election is God’s agreement with foreknowledge, and it puts a stamp of approval on what it indicates He decreed.  Omniscience knew certain people would use free will to believe.  God decreed such would actually occur.  Foreknowledge confirms that decree.  Election agrees with foreknowledge that the Decrees contain everyone’s decision to believe.  Predestination is God’s predetermined plan for each believer.
People do this all the time. They know that they are going against God’s Word, BUT they rationalize their decision because their situation is different.

EXAMPLE:  A Christian girl wants to get married but the guy she loves doesn’t want to married, he wants to move in together, “shack-up”. She may know it is wrong but she is afraid she may lose him if she doesn’t agree.

Hebrews 13:4   Marriage is honorable among all, and the bed undefiled; but fornicators and adulterers God will judge.

She convinces herself that it will work out OK because they love each other so much. How can it work out OK? They are in open defiance to God’s revealed Word. He will not bless that union.
Read Rom.13:4
ANOTHER EXAMPLE:
Acts 1:8  “ But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth."

The Lord Jesus told the apostles:

Mark 16:15  …Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel… 

Did the apostles obey this command? No, they stayed right there in Jerusalem until God allowed them to be persecuted which drove them out of there. We may criticize Israel for their failure, but we are no better. Most people build a church and expect the world to come to us, when instead we are supposed to be going out to the world. 
We are not only to evangelize, but are to invite people to our church or give them our website to check out and direct them to watch our livestreaming. 

Emotions may very well be the main culprit as to why people go against the will of God even when they know what they want to do is wrong. They all say the same thing, “I know that it’s wrong BUT…” 

The Apostle Paul wanted to leave from his missionary mission and go back to Jerusalem and be around his countrymen, the Jews, because he missed them. The believers tried to talk him out of it but he wouldn’t listen. The Lord sent the prophet Agabus to warn him, but again he would not listen.

Acts 21:10-13   And as we stayed many days, a certain prophet named Agabus came down from Judea.  11) When he had come to us, he took Paul's belt, bound his own hands and feet, and said, "Thus says the Holy Spirit, 'So shall the Jews at Jerusalem bind the man who owns this belt, and deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles.'” 12) Now when we heard these things, both we and those from that place pleaded with him not to go up to Jerusalem.  13) Then [BUT] Paul answered, "What do you mean by weeping and breaking my heart? For I am ready not only to be bound, but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus."
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This last sentence is balderdash! Paul wasn’t willing to die in Jerusalem for the cause of Christ. No, he was in emotional revolt, out of fellowship with the Lord, and very arrogant. He wanted to do what he wanted to do, justified himself in doing it, and remained stubbornly adamant about going to Jerusalem against God’s will even if it meant his death.
Jonah, too, thought he was getting away with his plan. 
He went to Joppa, found a ship, there was room for him, he had enough money to buy a ticket, he got on board, they set out and it appeared that all was well and that there was going to be smooth sailing. He may have been quite content thinking he was successful in fleeing the Lord’s presence. 

What is the point? We often can’t tell right away by our circumstances that there is a very bumpy road ahead when we go contrary to God’s will for us.

Jonah 1:4-5   The LORD hurled a great wind on the sea and there was a great storm on the sea so that the ship was about to break up. 5) Then the sailors became afraid and every man cried to his god, and they threw the cargo which was in the ship into the sea to lighten it for them. But Jonah had gone below into the hold of the ship, lain down and fallen sound asleep.

Now we see an example of
THE OVERRULING WILL OF GOD 
1. The fact that God allows us to disobey Him does not mean that He is no longer sovereign, He can counter our bad decisions with circumstances that help get us back on track.

2. The Over-ruling Will of God is seen when God shuts the door to something in your life. He certainly shut the door on Jonah’s plan to go to Tarshish.

3. God always uses His Overruling Will for His glory and our blessing.

It should not be surprised that God sent a great storm and that the sailors were very frightened. By the way, since Tarshish was a Phoenician colony, the ship’s sailors were probably Phoenicians. Phoenicians were well known for their seagoing vessels and skill on the seas. So this storm had to have been a real doozy. 
And what is truly surprising is that Jonah was sleeping through it all. It was surprising to the sea captain as well.

Jonah 1:6   So the captain approached him and said, "How is it that you are sleeping? Get up, call on your god. Perhaps your god will be concerned about us so that we will not perish."

It is interesting that the same Hebrew word for “Get up” in this verse is the same one that was used by God “Arise” in verse two, only this time it was used by the captain. Both had the authority to give him a command.

He told Jonah to call upon your god. The irony here can hardly be missed, that an unbeliever is commanding a prophet of God what he should be doing in such a dangerous situation.

It is sobering to see an “unbeliever” pleading for spiritual action on the part of a “believer.”

The “unbeliever” saw the gravity of the situation while the prophet slept. It is a sad commentary when an unbeliever has to plead and prod a believer into spiritual activity. Can you make the connection of what happened then with what is happening now?

Jonah reminds us of Christians in our country who appear to be in a coma like state, apathetic and indifferent to the moral decline of our society and the tyrannical actions of our government.

1. They claim that resisting tyranny and standing for freedom and righteousness is “Christian Activism” which is a lack of trusting in God to handle our problems.

2. They use the misinterpretation of Romans 13 as an excuse to do nothing about the evil that is destroying our country. 

3. They are willfully ignorant. Most Christians know nothing about biblical principles concerning the relationship between Christians and their government. 
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They know little to nothing about the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution “for” the “united States of America”, or the Bill of Rights.

4. The knowledge is certainly available and easy to access but they are either too lazy or too distracted to care about such things. It’s much easier and safer to let someone else stand in the gap. It is also much easier to just let the government take care of us and tell us what to do. 

The Captain represents unbelievers who recognize the treacherous times we are in and are willing to do whatever they can to halt the death spiral our country is in. It is a shame that they will stand for what is right when most Christians won’t. 

This unbelieving captain recognized that Jonah’s God had the power to save them. He made it an issue of whether He was concerned, not an issue of whether He had the power.
MINOR PROPHETS #30:  JONAH #6  (3-22-14)

Jonah 1:7-8   Each man said to his mate, "Come, let us cast lots so we may learn on whose account this calamity has struck us." So they cast lots and the lot fell on Jonah.  8) Then they said to him, "Tell us, now! On whose account has this calamity struck us? What is your occupation? And where do you come from? What is your country? From what people are you?"

Casting lots was a common practice, not only among pagans, but among the Israelites as well. It was a legitimate way of getting a quick answer from God, Joshua 7:14-18, 1 Sam. 10:20-21, 14:41-42. 

(NKJV) Prov. 16:33   The lot is cast into the lap, but its every decision is from the Lord.

“Casting lots” is used 24 times in the NASV Bible, sometimes it was legitimate and sometimes it was not. An example of a time when it was not legitimate was in Acts 1:23-27:

Acts 1:23-26    So they put forward two men, Joseph called Barsabbas (who was also called Justus), and Matthias.  24) And they prayed and said, "You, Lord, who know the hearts of all men, show which one of these two You have chosen  25) to occupy this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place."  26) And they drew lots for them, and the lot fell to Matthias; and he was added to the eleven apostles.

Some would say that casting lots for the fine fabric and well-made clothing of our Lord when He was hanging on the cross was wrong because it was considered gambling, but I disagree. They were merely casting lots to decide who would get them. They were not risking something of their own to gain more but were trying to be fair about a dispute. It was similar to flipping a coin.

(NKJV) Prov.18:18   The lot puts an end to quarrels and decides between powerful contenders. 

